CONTROL OF THE BURLINGTON 295 view to buying it outright for the joint use of the Great Northern and Northern Pacific. Of these negotiations Mr. llarriman seems to have been unaware. He was deeply absorbed at that time in the gigantic tank of rebuilding the Union Pacific and in plans for the improvement of the Southern Pacific, and it is quite possible that the acquisition of the Burlington had temporarily dropped into the back of his mind, as a matter either of secondary importance, or of no immediate urgency. Certain it is that he did not attempt any active interference with the Hill-Morgan plans, as lie probably would have done if they had been known to him.
Mr, Hill afterward maintained that he began and carried on his negotiations with the Burlington people quite openly, so far, at least, as Union Pacific interests were concerned. In a letter to a friend, written on the K>th of May, 1901, Mr. Hill said:
To remove any ground for the* charge that we were working secretly tu acquire the* Chicago, Burlington <S: yuiney I Maid to (;i tvprr,'irntative of the Union Pacific mtrrt'Mtw] in January that if he at anytime heard that we were conferring with the "O" lH>ard of directors looking to the joint ttequi-titinn of the property, I wanted to Ixi the first on*' to tell him that we intended to take the matter up wrinunly. In April, after Mr, Morgan had gone abroad and the Burlington matter wan taking def-imtt'Hha{M% I again told him that matters were progressing toward u dust*. ... I told him our plan was an open